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INTRODUCTION
Ankylosing spondylitis (AS) is associated with B27 with a relative risk of 95%, which is the highest value of relative risk among all HLA-disease associations [1] . The HLA-B27 allele is present in about 5% to 6% of Korean populations [2, 3] . According to the data published in the international are the most prominent subtypes [5, 6] . 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

Materials
In this study, we analyzed 61 samples that had been pr- 
RESULTS
Real-time PCR with specific probes
All positive samples had Ct FAM values <28. All samples had Ct TAMRA values <26 (Fig. 1) . HLA-B27-positive and -negative samples were discriminated with a clear cut-off value (Ct FAM value) ( Fig. 2 ).
Real-time PCR with melting curve analysis
All positive samples showed double or single peaks at 86.0-87.0℃. All negative samples had only one peak at 83.5-84.3℃ (Fig. 3) . A graphical representation of our results revealed 2 clearly distinct populations corresponding to HLA-B27-positive and -negative samples.
Evaluation of HLA-B27 Real-Time PCR Kits 591 
DISCUSSION
Serological methods, such as the microlymphocytotoxicity test, flow cytometry, and enzyme immunoassays used for typing of HLA-B27, lack specificity for the antigens that cross-react with HLA-B27, such as HLA-B7 [7, 8] . Therefore, several molecular methods have been developed for HLA-B27 genotyping. An approach widely used to detect HLA-B27 involves the use of SSP for PCR. However, con- In conclusion, these real-time PCR methods appear to be reliable and very fast in the detection of HLA-B27 and
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Eun Hae Cho, Sang Gon Lee, Jeong Ho Seok, et al. could be potential alternatives to conventional PCR methods.
